
Let’s Go Hunting!

You can create an amazing 3D diagram or model from ordinary 
things you can find around the house.  It’s just a matter of thinking 
outside the box and looking at the possibilities of using something 
to represent something else.  The “Materials Hunting List” will give 
you ideas for creating any diagram or model your teacher assigns.  

These can include geography or topography maps, Science 
diagrams, and even flow charts.

First, let’s start with making a base that you will build your 3D 
diagram on. For this, any sturdy flat material will do.  You can use:
1. Cardstock 
2. Cardboard - check to see if anyone at home has received an 

Amazon package.
3. Check your garage for wood scraps.
4. Check your pantry for packaged dry goods like cereal boxes.

Once you have a sturdy base you can draw your diagram in pencil 
and layout your elements.  Always plan ahead and sketch your 
ideas on another paper, then transfer them to your base in pencil 
so you can easily erase.

Once you have laid out your diagram on the base, you can begin 
with “the hunt!”  Yes, it’s time to go around your house and search 
for materials that can illustrate any element on your diagram.  Do 
you need clouds?  Check the medicine cabinet for cotton balls!  
What about trees?  You can easily make those using straws and 
crumbled paper!

The following materials list will give you a hint of what might be 
available around the house.  So put your safari hat on and go 
hunting!



Materials Hunting List

KITCHEN

Bottle Caps
Jar  Tops
Aluminum Foil
Clear Plastic Wrap
Garbage Bags
Dry Goods Boxes-
(Cereal, Granola Bars, etc)
Pastas
Ziplock Bags
Straws
Toothpicks
Paper Cups
Coffee Filters
K-Cups
Decorative Napkins
Sponges

BATHROOM

Cotton Balls
Gauze
Band-Aids
Q-Tips
Toilet Paper
Washcloths
(that can be sacrificed)
Toilet Paper Rolls
Combs

GARAGE

Scrap Wood
Sand
Paint
Old Work Gloves
Flower Seeds
Nails & Screws
Washers
Old Newspapers
Broom Bristles
Old Rags
Wire
Rope & Twine
Electrical Wire

YARD OR PATIO

Stones & Pebbles
Leaves
Twigs
Petals
Sand & Dry Soil
Sea Shells

BEDROOM

Small Toys
Action Figures
Legos
Toy Wheels
Buttons
Pens & Pencils
Shoe Laces
Belts

OFFICE

Paper Clips
Rubber Bands
Push Pins
BInder Clips
Copy Paper
Post-it notes

Need to make a 3D diagram or model but can’t leave the house to buy materials?  Good news!  
Your house is loaded with materials that you can use to make a great project.  Just go on safari 
around your house and hunt down all sorts of neat things you can use to make your project 
great!  Below is a list to get you started.  Good Luck!


